Skewed birth sex ratios in primates: Should high-ranking mothers have daughters or sons?
Numerous studies have been published on the skewed birth sex ratios among non-human primate populations. Sometimes the observed tendencies in sex ratio variations have been contradictory, and their adaptive significance has been controversial. Recent studies seem to reveal that the local resource competition among philopatric sex is the most important selective force affecting primate birth sex ratios. However, our understanding on this issue is still greatly hampered by the lack of exact knowledge on male reproductive success and the proximate mechanisms to vary sex ratios.